
Come let us Grow Together: Coveting is Idolatry 

 

 

 

Come let us Grow Together is a weekly series that deals with the many topical categories that 

exist within the Word of God.  The purpose of this series is to grow in wisdom, knowledge and 

understanding in things pertaining to God. 

     

“Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate 

affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry: For which things' sake the 

wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience:” (Col 3:5-6) 

 

We as the children of God and not “the children of disobedience” are to “mortify” which means 

to put to death “your members which are upon the earth” speaking of your body and of your 

thoughts.  In other words to bring your thoughts under subjection to Christ and your body into 

subjection to Christ.  “For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: (For the 

weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong 

holds;) Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the 

knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;” (2 Cor 

10:3-5) 

 

You are committing idolatry against God when you partake in fornication, when you partake in 

uncleanness which is impurity (the quality), physical or moral, when you partake in inordinate 

affection which is without restraint morally or physically, when you partake of evil 

concupiscence which is a longing (especially for what is forbidden), and when you partake of 

coveting which is extreme greed for wealth or material gain as well as a longing (especially for 

what is forbidden).  “What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not known 

sin, but by the law: for I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet.” (Rm 

7:7) “Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor 

his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy 

neighbour's.” (Ex 20:17) 

 

Therefore when you have sexual fantasies in your heart and dwell upon them in your mind you 

are committing idolatry in your heart against God.  Jesus said, “Ye have heard that it was said by 

them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery: But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh 

on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.” (Mt 5:27-28) 

So not only are you committing adultery in your heart if you are lusting after someone who is 

married, but you are also committing idolatry against God by coveting after what is not yours. 

 

We learn from King Solomon, “These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an 

abomination unto him”, (Pro 6:16) and one of them is “An heart that deviseth wicked 

imaginations”. (Pro 6:18) It is a wicked imagination that covets after what isn’t theirs whether it 

be a person or an object of desire in which both cases you are committing idolatry against God.  

As the children of God “Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death 

hath no more dominion over him. For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, 

he liveth unto God. Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto 



God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye 

should obey it in the lusts thereof. Neither yield ye your members as instruments of 

unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, 

and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God. For sin shall not have dominion 

over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace. What then? shall we sin, because we are 

not under the law, but under grace? God forbid. Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves 

servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience 

unto righteousness? But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed 

from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. Being then made free from sin, ye 

became the servants of righteousness. I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of 

your flesh: for as ye have yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto 

iniquity; even so now yield your members servants to righteousness unto holiness. For when ye 

were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness.” (Rm 6:9-20) “For they that are after 

the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. 

For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. Because the 

carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 

So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, 

if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is 

none of his. And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because 

of righteousness. But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that 

raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in 

you. Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh. For if ye live 

after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall 

live. For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.” (Rm 8:5-14) 

 

“And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. If we live in the 

Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.” (Gal 5:24-25) “And the very God of peace sanctify you 

wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the 

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Thess 5:23) “Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, 

and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God 

destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.” (1 Cor 3:16-17)  “What? know ye 

not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and 

ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in 

your spirit, which are God's.” (1 Cor 6:19-20) 


